
Our Discussion Rules
How we talk and listen in a group.
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1 Come ready.
Read the text and bring your notes.

2 Listen to the speaker.
Look at them and think about what they say.

3 Wait for your turn.
One person talks at a time.

4 Stay on the topic.
Talk about the question the group is on.

5 Build on what others say.
Link your idea to the one before.

6 Disagree kindly.
Talk about the idea, not the person.



Talk Cards
Cut out the cards. Use them to join in a talk.
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AGREE

I agree
with 
because...

ADD ON

I want to add to
what  said.

ASK

Can you say more
about that?

ASK

What do you
mean by  ?

DISAGREE KINDLY

I see it another
way. I think...

SHARE AN IDEA

I think 
because  .

LISTEN

So you are
saying that...

SUM UP

What we talked
about was...



More Talk Cards
Cut out the cards. Use them to join in a talk.
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ASK

Can you show
me where it
says that?

ASK

Can you give
an example?

ADD ON

That makes
me think of...

SHARE AN IDEA

I changed my
mind because...

LISTEN

I would like to
hear from  .

ASK

I am not sure I
understand  .

DISAGREE KINDLY

I agree with part
of that, but...

SUM UP

Most of us
think that...



Group Role Cards
Cut out the cards. Each person in the group takes one role.
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Leader

Your job

Read the question to the group and
make sure everyone gets a turn.

You might say

Our question is...
Who wants to go first?
We have not heard from ___.

Asker

Your job

Ask questions that help the group
say more.

You might say

Why do you think so?
Can you tell more?
Where did you find that?

Topic Keeper

Your job

Help the group stay on the question.

You might say

Let's get back to the question.
How does that go with our topic?

Encourager

Your job

Help everyone feel welcome to
share.

You might say

That is a good idea.
Thank you for sharing.
Take your time.



Name Date

Get Ready to Talk
Fill this in before your group talks. Bring it with you.
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Our question

What I read title and pages

My idea

Why I think so

A question I will ask



Name Date

How Did I Do in Our Talk?
Circle a face for each one.
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Yes A little Not yet

I came ready to talk.

I listened to each speaker.

I waited for my turn.

I stayed on the topic.

I linked my idea to what
others said.

I asked a question when I did
not understand.
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