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The Tortoise and the Hare
Hare was the fastest animal in the meadow, and he liked to brag
about it. “No one can beat me,” he said. Tortoise was tired of
hearing it. “I will race you,” she said. All the animals laughed.

The race began. Hare zoomed down the path and was soon far
ahead. He looked back. Tortoise was just a tiny dot. “I have lots of
time,” Hare said. He lay down under a shady tree and fell asleep.

Tortoise kept going, step by step. She did not stop to rest. She
walked right past the sleeping Hare.

When Hare woke up, the sun was low. He raced to the finish line, but
Tortoise was already there. The animals cheered for her.

1. Who liked to brag? the animals Tortoise Hare

2. Where did Hare take a nap? under a tree in a hole by the finish

3. Why did Hare lose the race?

4. What lesson does the fable teach?
Rabbits are fast. Slow and steady can win. Never race a friend.
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The North Wind and the Sun
The North Wind and the Sun were arguing about which of them was
stronger. Just then, a traveler came down the road in a warm coat.

“Let us have a contest,” said the Sun. “Whoever can get that coat off the
traveler is the stronger one.”

The North Wind went first. He blew a cold, hard wind. But the harder he
blew, the tighter the traveler held his coat. At last the Wind gave up.

Then the Sun came out and shone gently. The air got warmer and
warmer. Soon the traveler was so warm that he took off his coat and sat
in the shade.

1. What did the Wind and the Sun want to find out?
who was faster who was stronger where the road went

2. What did the traveler do when the Wind blew?

3. How did the Sun win the contest?

4. What lesson does the fable teach?
Always wear a coat.

Being gentle can work better than being rough.

Wind is colder than sun.
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The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse
A country mouse lived in a quiet field. One day her cousin, a town
mouse, came to visit. The country mouse served seeds, roots and a
little corn. The town mouse nibbled and frowned. “How can you eat
such plain food?” she said. “Come to town with me, and I will show
you a real feast.”

So they went to a big house in town. On the table were cheese, cake
and jam. But as they began to eat, the door banged open, and two big
dogs ran in barking. The mice ran and hid in a crack in the wall,
shaking.

When it was quiet again, the country mouse said goodbye. “I would
rather eat plain seeds in peace than cake while I am afraid.”

1. Who came to visit first? the town mouse the country mouse

2. What scared the mice in town? two dogs a storm a cat

3. Why did the country mouse go home?

4. A quiet, safe life can be better than a fancy one. true false
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Tortoise's Tug of War
This folktale is told in Nigeria and across West Africa. Tortoise was
small, but she was very clever. One day, Elephant and Hippo laughed
at her. “You are too small to matter,” they said.

Tortoise found a long, strong vine. She went to Elephant. “I am as
strong as you,” she said. “Let us have a tug of war. When I shake the
vine, pull!” Elephant laughed, but he held one end. Then Tortoise
carried the other end down to the river and said the same thing to
Hippo. Hippo took that end.

Tortoise hid in the tall grass between them and shook the vine.
Elephant pulled. Hippo pulled. They pulled all day, but neither one
could win. At last they both let go, tired and puzzled. From then on,
they never laughed at Tortoise again.

1. Who laughed at Tortoise? Lion and Hare Elephant and Hippo

2. Who was really pulling the other end of
Elephant's vine?

no one Tortoise Hippo

3. How did Tortoise trick them?

4. What is the lesson?
Do not play near a river.

Being clever can matter more than being big.

Elephants are strong.
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Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky
This folktale is told by the Efik and Ibibio people of Nigeria. Long ago, the
Sun and the Water were good friends, and both lived on the earth. The
Sun often visited the Water, but the Water never came to visit the Sun.

“Why do you never visit me?” asked the Sun. “Your house is not big
enough,” said the Water. “I have so many people that we would push
you out.”

So the Sun and his wife, the Moon, built a huge house. Then the Water
came, with all the fish and water animals. The water rose to their knees,
then over their heads. The Sun and the Moon climbed up onto the roof.
Still the water rose, so they went up into the sky. And that is where they
have lived ever since.

1. Who were good
friends?

the Moon and the fish the Sun and the Water

2. Why did the Water not visit at first?

3. Where did the Sun and
the Moon go in the end?

into the sky into the sea under the house

4. This tale tells why something in nature is the way it is. true false
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Tortoise and Hare

North Wind and Sun

Town and Country Mice

Tug of War

Being gentle can work
better than being rough.

Slow and steady can win.

Being clever can beat
being big.

A safe, quiet life is worth a
lot.
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The Tortoise and the Hare
Hare was the fastest animal in the meadow, and he liked to brag
about it. “No one can beat me,” he said. Tortoise was tired of
hearing it. “I will race you,” she said. All the animals laughed.

The race began. Hare zoomed down the path and was soon far
ahead. He looked back. Tortoise was just a tiny dot. “I have lots of
time,” Hare said. He lay down under a shady tree and fell asleep.

Tortoise kept going, step by step. She did not stop to rest. She
walked right past the sleeping Hare.

When Hare woke up, the sun was low. He raced to the finish line, but
Tortoise was already there. The animals cheered for her.

1. Who liked to brag? the animals Tortoise Hare

2. Where did Hare take a nap? under a tree in a hole by the finish

3. Why did Hare lose the race?

He stopped to sleep, and Tortoise passed him.

4. What lesson does the fable teach?
Rabbits are fast. Slow and steady can win. Never race a friend.
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The North Wind and the Sun
The North Wind and the Sun were arguing about which of them was
stronger. Just then, a traveler came down the road in a warm coat.

“Let us have a contest,” said the Sun. “Whoever can get that coat off the
traveler is the stronger one.”

The North Wind went first. He blew a cold, hard wind. But the harder he
blew, the tighter the traveler held his coat. At last the Wind gave up.

Then the Sun came out and shone gently. The air got warmer and
warmer. Soon the traveler was so warm that he took off his coat and sat
in the shade.

1. What did the Wind and the Sun want to find out?
who was faster who was stronger where the road went

2. What did the traveler do when the Wind blew?

He held his coat tighter.

3. How did the Sun win the contest?

It shone gently, so the traveler got warm.

4. What lesson does the fable teach?
Always wear a coat.

Being gentle can work better than being rough.

Wind is colder than sun.
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The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse
A country mouse lived in a quiet field. One day her cousin, a town
mouse, came to visit. The country mouse served seeds, roots and a
little corn. The town mouse nibbled and frowned. “How can you eat
such plain food?” she said. “Come to town with me, and I will show
you a real feast.”

So they went to a big house in town. On the table were cheese, cake
and jam. But as they began to eat, the door banged open, and two big
dogs ran in barking. The mice ran and hid in a crack in the wall,
shaking.

When it was quiet again, the country mouse said goodbye. “I would
rather eat plain seeds in peace than cake while I am afraid.”

1. Who came to visit first? the town mouse the country mouse

2. What scared the mice in town? two dogs a storm a cat

3. Why did the country mouse go home?

She liked plain food in peace better than feasts and fear.

4. A quiet, safe life can be better than a fancy one. true false
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Tortoise's Tug of War
This folktale is told in Nigeria and across West Africa. Tortoise was
small, but she was very clever. One day, Elephant and Hippo laughed
at her. “You are too small to matter,” they said.

Tortoise found a long, strong vine. She went to Elephant. “I am as
strong as you,” she said. “Let us have a tug of war. When I shake the
vine, pull!” Elephant laughed, but he held one end. Then Tortoise
carried the other end down to the river and said the same thing to
Hippo. Hippo took that end.

Tortoise hid in the tall grass between them and shook the vine.
Elephant pulled. Hippo pulled. They pulled all day, but neither one
could win. At last they both let go, tired and puzzled. From then on,
they never laughed at Tortoise again.

1. Who laughed at Tortoise? Lion and Hare Elephant and Hippo

2. Who was really pulling the other end of
Elephant's vine?

no one Tortoise Hippo

3. How did Tortoise trick them?

She made them pull against each other.

4. What is the lesson?
Do not play near a river.

Being clever can matter more than being big.

Elephants are strong.
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Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky
This folktale is told by the Efik and Ibibio people of Nigeria. Long ago, the
Sun and the Water were good friends, and both lived on the earth. The
Sun often visited the Water, but the Water never came to visit the Sun.

“Why do you never visit me?” asked the Sun. “Your house is not big
enough,” said the Water. “I have so many people that we would push
you out.”

So the Sun and his wife, the Moon, built a huge house. Then the Water
came, with all the fish and water animals. The water rose to their knees,
then over their heads. The Sun and the Moon climbed up onto the roof.
Still the water rose, so they went up into the sky. And that is where they
have lived ever since.

1. Who were good
friends?

the Moon and the fish the Sun and the Water

2. Why did the Water not visit at first?

The Sun's house was not big enough for the Water and its people.

3. Where did the Sun and
the Moon go in the end?

into the sky into the sea under the house

4. This tale tells why something in nature is the way it is. true false
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Tortoise and Hare

North Wind and Sun

Town and Country Mice

Tug of War

Being gentle can work
better than being rough.

Slow and steady can win.

Being clever can beat
being big.

A safe, quiet life is worth a
lot.


