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(1)

Read aloud

Martin as a Boy
Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15, 1929, in
Atlanta, Georgia. He grew up with his mom and dad, his big
sister and his little brother. Martin loved to read and to
learn new words.

When Martin was a boy, there were unfair rules. The rules
kept Black people and white people apart. Black children
and white children could not go to the same schools.
Martin knew these rules were wrong. He wanted all
children to be able to learn and play together.
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(2)

Read aloud

The Bus
When Martin grew up, he lived in Montgomery, Alabama. In that city, there were
unfair bus rules. Black riders had to sit in the back of the bus. Sometimes they
had to give their seats to white riders.

One day, a woman named Rosa Parks would not give up her seat. Then Martin
helped lead the people. They stopped riding the buses until the rule changed.
They walked to work, or shared rides, for more than a year! At last, the rule was
changed. Now anyone could sit in any seat.
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Read aloud

A Big March
Martin believed in peace. He wanted to change unfair rules
without fighting.

In 1963, about 250,000 people came to Washington, D.C.
They marched together, in peace. Martin gave a speech at
the Lincoln Memorial. He spoke into a microphone so the
big crowd could hear him. He told about his dream: that
someday all people would be treated fairly.
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Read aloud

We Remember Martin
In 1964, Martin won a big prize for his work for peace. It is
called the Nobel Peace Prize. He kept working to make
rules fair for all people.

In 1968, Martin was killed. People all over the world were
very sad. Now we remember him on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day. It comes in January, near his birthday. On that day,
many people help others.
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1

born in Atlanta

2

the bus

3

the march
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the prize


